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THE ASSOCIATION OF BLACK FOUNDATION EXECUTIVES HOLDS ITS ANNUAL MEETING IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

MAY 2ND AND 3RD
Amina J. Dickerson of Kraft Foods Philanthropy and

Atlanta-based Southern Partners Fund to Receive Prestigious Honor

Dr. John H. Jackson, of Obama’s 13-member Education Policy Transition Group is the featured speaker

Dr. john a. powell, author of report on Impact of the Economic Stimulus Plan on Communities of Color to address membership.
(Atlanta, Georgia) -- The Association of Black Foundation Executives (ABFE) will hold its annual meeting on May 2nd and 3rd at the Council on Foundations (COF) conference at the Marriott Marquis in Downtown Atlanta, Georgia.  ABFE’s 2009 Annual Meeting, Change in Generational Leadership: Past, Present and the Future of Philanthropy, will celebrate the connections between change and leadership transition, and highlight the critical issues facing Black communities for the philanthropic field.   Established in 1971, ABFE holds the honor and distinction of being the first Council on Foundations Affinity Group— today, there are 38.  ABFE’s mission is to promote effective and responsive philanthropy in Black communities.  
“Though we see progress in Black communities and the nation has elected its first Black President there remains an urgent need for philanthropy and its role in making our communities better,” said Susan Taylor Batten, President of ABFE.  “ABFE is about organizing the philanthropic community around the issues urgent in Black communities.  For this year’s event we’ve identified a set of priorities among those issues and selected an exceptional group of experts to inform our membership as well as those who have a vested interest in the progress and well-being of the Black community.”

ABFE’s two-day meeting kicks off on Saturday evening with its signature events, the James A. Joseph Lecture and Awards Ceremony, a recognition of extraordinary leadership in philanthropy, in particular the lecturer’s influence in improving conditions in the Black community.  Ms. Amina J. Dickerson, Senior Director of Global Community Involvement for Kraft Foods, has been selected as ABFE’s eighteenth James A. Joseph Lecturer, and will deliver a firsthand account of her recent experience of leadership transition and the critical progression that all organizations, movements, ideas and projects eventually experience.  

"Along with the many critical societal issues philanthropy must address, it is time for us to thoughtfully plan for succession,” said Ms. Amina J. Dickerson, ABFE’s James A. Joseph Lecturer and Senior Director of Global Community Involvement for Kraft Foods.  “We must proactively provide the next generation the wisdom of our experience, the historic context for our work, and the positions that will empower them to lead philanthropy forward."

More…
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Atlanta–based Southern Partners Fund (SPF), a community-based foundation serving Southeastern communities, is the recipient of ABFE’s Institutional Award in Philanthropy. On behalf of SPF, Ms. Janine Lee, President and a veteran grantmaker in philanthropy, will receive the award.  ABFE will also present its Emerging Leader in Philanthropy Award to Mr. Rahsaan Harris, Programme Executive at Atlantic Philanthropies.   Ms. Dickerson will deliver her lecture and Ms. Lee and Mr. Harris will be presented their award in front of an audience of philanthropic leaders and colleagues including foundation trustees, executives, program officers as well as a broader audience of people who care about philanthropy, its impact on the Black community and greater society. 

“Each of the recipients have distinguished themselves in philanthropy and each is a social change agent on behalf of Black communities,” said Dwayne Proctor, ABFE’s Board Chair. “It’s very fitting that ABFE salute them in Atlanta, where historically, many challenges to Black communities continue to be addressed.”   

On Sunday, May 3rd Dr. John H. Jackson, President of the Schott Foundation for Public Education and a member of President Obama’s 13-member Education Policy Transition Work Group, will be ABFE’s Keynote Speaker at a luncheon where he will present the Schott Foundation’s Opportunity to Learn agenda -- a multi-million dollar philanthropic strategy to increase resource accountability and ensure that race is no longer a significant predictor of access to educational resources or outcomes.   Later in the day at the historic Morehouse College, Dr. john a. powell, Executive Director of the Kirwan Institute on Race and Ethnicity at Ohio State University, will discuss what philanthropy can do to ensure the Obama administration recovery-stimulus package has the optimal impact on the Black community.

“We are ever so excited to host our 2009 annual meeting in Atlanta,” said Ms. Batten.  “This great southern city with its history of nurturing extraordinary world leaders holds special meaning to ABFE’s own history. Our founders in the forming stages of ABFE chose Atlanta to hold strategy meetings because of the city’s long history and influence in the nation’s social change landscape.” 

All events are open to the public and media.  Registration is required.  For program details and registration please visit www.abfe.org.

Established in 1991 in honor of ABFE’s co-founder, the James A. Joseph Lecture is a series of lectures delivered by visionary philanthropic leaders who have helped advance progressive philanthropic ideals that build Black communities which are healthy economically, socially and culturally.   ABFE’s Institutional Award in Philanthropy recognizes an exemplary philanthropic institution that models effective and responsive grantmaking practices; the Emerging Leader in Philanthropy Award recognizes an outstanding individual whose innovative leadership promotes philanthropy as a means of social change in Black communities and advances ABFE's mission.
###

About ABFE
ABFE is a membership organization. Its members are dedicated to promoting effective and responsive philanthropy in Black communities. Since 1971, ABFE's commitment to diversity and inclusion has been essential to the advancement of organized philanthropy.  Established as the first official affinity group of the Council on Foundations, the organization was founded on the principle of the importance and value of diverse leadership in philanthropy.  ABFE counts among its membership the most influential staff, trustees and donors of grantmaking organizations committed to Black communities. For more information please visit www.abfe.org.
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